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AP/Joe Schmoe
Manufacturers, which were hit hard by the recession, are benefiting from overseas orders.

See CHINA Page 1B
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Tiger’s Return iPad Revolution

See IPAD Page E1

All Engines GoWORLD
‘Miracle’ in Chi-
na: 115 trapped 
miners rescued

XIANGNING - More than 100 
Chinese miners were pulled 
out alive Monday after being 
trapped for over a week in a 
flooded coal mine, where some 
ate sawdust and strapped them-
selves to the shafts’ walls with 
their belts to avoid drowning 
while they slept.

Rescued miners wrapped 
in blankets, some with their 
light-sensitive eyes covered but 
their feet bare, were hurried to 
waiting ambulances that sped 
wailing to nearby hospitals. 
One clapped on his stretcher 
and reached out his blackened 
hands to grasp those of rescuers 
on either side.

Rescuers in tears hugged 
each other at the scene, which 
was broadcast live on national 
television. The sudden surge in 
rescues was a rare piece of good 
news for China’s mining indus-
try, the deadliest in the world. 
A rescue spokesman said 115 
survivors had been pulled out 
as of 4:30 p.m. local time (0830 
GMT; 4:30 a.m. EDT).

“A miracle has finally hap-
pened,” Liu Dezheng told re-
porters Monday morning, after 
the first nine miners were taken 
out shortly after midnight. “We 
believe that more miracles will 
happen.”

Of the 153 initially trapped, 
there are still 38 miners in the 
shaft. Rescuers expressed con-
fidence Monday they could be 
saved but did not say whether 
there had been any contact with 
them.

Rescuers have been pump-
ing water out of the flooded 
mine since last Sunday, when 
workers digging a tunnel broke 
into an old shaft filled with wa-
ter. The first signs of life from 
underground came Friday, 
when tapping could be heard 
coming up the pipes. Divers 
first headed into the tunnels 
over the weekend but found 
high, murky water and emerged 
empty-handed.

As the water level contin-
ued to drop, rescuers with rub-
ber rafts squeezed through the 
narrow, low-ceilinged passages 
late Sunday and pulled out the 
first nine survivors just after 
midnight. Eleven hours later, 
the large wave of rescues be-
gan.

The miners spent eight days 
underground and some were 
soaked through. Some had hung 
from shaft walls by their belts 
for days to avoid falling into the 
water when asleep. Later, they 
climbed into a mining cart that 
floated by.

One miner described eat-
ing sawdust and tree bark and 
drinking the murky water, the 
leader of one of the rescue 
teams, Chen Yongsheng, told a 
news conference.

As the rafts approached the 
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Space shuttle Discovery, 7 astronauts blast off

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. - Discovery and 
seven astronauts headed for a rendezvous with 
the International Space Station after a pre-dawn 
liftoff Monday on one of the last missions for 
NASA’s shuttle program.

The launch ‚Äî the last one scheduled in 
darkness for NASA’s fading shuttle program 
‚Äî helped set a record for the most women 
in space at the same time. Three women are 
aboard Discovery, and another is already at 
the space station, making for an unprecedented 
foursome. The shuttle should arrive at the or-
biting outpost Wednesday.

Problems with Discovery’s main antenna 
cropped up as soon as the shuttle reached or-
bit and could impact the radar needed for the 
rendezvous, Mission Control said. A spokes-

man stressed there were other tools to work 
around the situation. “We probably won’t have 
answers for you today about what this means,” 
Mission Control told the astronauts.

The nearly two-week mission will stock the 
space station with supplies and experiments.

In a rare treat, the space station passed over 
the launch site 15 minutes before Discovery 
blasted off and was easily visible, resembling a 
big, brilliant star in the clear morning sky with 
the moon as a backdrop. There was a chorus of 
“ooooh” from spectators. By launch time, the 
outpost had traveled almost all the way across 
the Atlantic.

“It’s time for you to rise to orbit. Good luck 
and godspeed,” launch director Pete Nickolen-
ko told the astronauts before liftoff.

Discovery could be seen with the naked eye 
for seven minutes as it shot upward, adding to 
the show. And almost as an encore, the exhaust 

plumes fanned out in spirals across the sky, 
turning pale shades of rose, peach and gold in 
the glinting sunlight.

The six space station residents gathered 
around the dinner table to watch the launch on a 
laptop computer. “We are absolutely delighted 
to have our friendly comrades joining us here 
in a couple of days,” said spaceman Timothy 
Creamer.

Japan celebrated its own space feat with 
Discovery’s liftoff. Two of its astronauts were 
circling Earth at the same time, one on the 
shuttle and the other on the station. More than 
300 Japanese journalists and space program 
officials crowded the launch site. The roads 
leading to the Kennedy Space Center also were 
jammed with Easter vacationers and spring 
breakers eager to see one of the few remaining 
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CALEXICO, Calif. - Police patrolled streets littered with shattered 
glass Monday morning and closed off several blocks of historic build-
ings damaged in a deadly Easter Sunday earthquake across the border 
in Mexico.

No injuries were reported in Calexico, the U.S. area hardest hit by 
the 7.2-magnitude quake. A 3-block-by-4-block area containing prewar 
buildings housing businesses was closed because of damage.

Sal Farah, 62, spent the night in his 50-year-old Yturralde Furniture 
store, fearing it could be looted since the giant storefront windows were 
knocked out by the quake.

“I didn’t get much sleep, especially in the morning when it shook 
hard again,” Farah said, standing in the store littered by broken vases, 
lamps and shattered knickknacks.

They planned to board up the windows later Monday and hoped to be 
back in business within a day.

Police patrol quake-damaged 
Calif. border town Calexico
Julie Watson

Associated Press
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